1994 Children's Score Card

This is the first Score Card for Children in Los Angeles Counly, a
Joint effort by the Los Angeles County Children’s Planning Council
and United Way. It is based on a concefd paper on outcome
measurement for family and children's services developed for

the Las Angeles Ghildren's Planning Council in 1993. United Way
underiook data collection and formulation of the Score Card as
part of the 1994 State of the County Report.

The Children's Score Cand is designed to measure the well-being of the children

of Tos Angeles County. 1is purpose is:

o {0 increase public awareness of the conditions of children and their Families,
sel expectations for improvement over lime, and track changing conditions,

» to guide program planning and allocation of resources for public and privae
agencies th:t_l provide services lo famnilies and children by highlighting both
suicoesses and aress of greatest need; and

o 10 set shared poals for improvement and standards by which 1o judge the
adequacy of shared efforts to improve the conditions of children.

The concept paper on outcome measurement was developed by an interdisciplinan
working group. The first step ws to identify principles as guidelines for messuring
outcomes, The group then established a set of desired outcomes for children,

and appropriate measurements to ascertain achievemnent of the oulcomes.

The outcomes to be measured for the Score Card are:

* Good Health

= Economic Well-being

= Safety and Survival

* Adult Support for Children

¢ Emotional and Social Support

= Achievemnent and Readiness to Participate in the Workforee

At the conclusion of the outcome measurement paper, it was noted that the list of
measurermnents suggesied s a beginning point “will undoubledly be refined with
experience.” That proved true, s numerous possible items were reviewed, accepted,
rejected, added to, substituted for and otherwise refined by the DATA Commiities

of the Children's Planning Council. This first Score Card for Children should be
considered a work in progress, one which we hope to improve over time.

It is important to note that Score Card ratings do not necessarily indicate that an
agency is nol performing adequately. In fact, a “worse™ rating may indicale that
an agency is capturing more of an existing problem in its reporting, or is doing

more to respond 1o a problem. Ratings refer to achievement of desired outcomes
for children.
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Los Angeles County Children’s Score Card — 1994

A joint effort of the Los Angeles County Children’s Planning Council and United Way

Qutcomes for Children 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992  RATING
Good Health BETTER
1. Adequate prenatal care 12.7% JO.7%  7048% N3 735% better
2. Adequote birthweight (over 2,500 gr.) 93.6% 93.6% 93.9% 93.9% 93.9% some
3. Drug exposed births 1,844 241 2374 2,551 2973 worse
4. Infont death rote 9.3 9.3 8.0 78 12 better
5. Children with heolth insurance (Colifornia) * * 77.0% * 81.0% better
6.  Kindergormers fully immunized B8.7% 88.4% 89.0% 90.1% 1.2% better
7. Sexually transmitted disense rate 831.0 669.0 658.0 596.0 5440 better
8. Children 0-12, HIV+/AIDS 50 39 53 66 B1 worse
9. Births to odolescents - percent of totul 4.4% 4.4% 4.6% 4.7% 4.7% same
ic Well-Being WORSE
10, Children above poverty level** 85.8% 81.0% 78.9% & % worse
11.  Income dispority** * 13% 1% * * worse
12. Children on AFDC 16.2% 16.5% 18.7% 21.5% 23.7% worse
13. Homeless children ® 42000 46,000 52000 54,000 worse
14. Children in School Lunch Progrom * 49.6 48.2% 50.4% 54.0% WOrse
Adult Support for Children WORSE
15. Per copito educotion expenditures 03.4% 934% 87 0% B4.8% 82 4% worsa
{California percent of U.S. overoge)
Sofety and Survival WORSE
16. Child obuse cases invesfigated 114,597 111,799 108,088 120,358 139,106 worse
17. Children in foster core 20463 30747 NN 30577 32718 worse
18. Child deaths - Child obuse deoths 58 42 45 &1 46 mixed
Homicide, oge 15-19 124 313 308 366 355 worse
Suicide, oge 1519 4] 65 47 41 48 same
19, Juvenile Delinquency: Gang deaths 452 554 690 17 800 Worse
Arrest rate - totol 599.8 66240 63878 59817 58016 mixed
Arrest rote - violent crime 7349 9514 10648 949.2 913.0 worse
Social and Emetional Support MIXED
20. Children living with parent(s) ** 93.3% 89.5% 85.5% . * worse
21. Adoptions finalized 416 270 617 669 1,088 bether
Achievement,/Workforce Readiness MIXED
22. Groduotion rote 5% 56% 58% 59% 60% hetter
23. SAT scores %03 900 8% B899 902 Some
24. Productive Activity Index™** 4 89.8% 90.9% % % some
25. Courses for university odmission 33% 3% 3% 36% 35% better
26. Students fluent in English/hilinguod 18% 76% 13% 70% 68% worse
* Dot not cclble
** Conmus datn for 1970, 1980, 1990
== Poscent of youth oge 16-19 who ore encoled in igh schen, collsge or ot taining, orin th labor frecs - 1980, 1950,
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